Physiologic properties of myelin proteins revealed by their expression in nonglial cells.
The transfection paradigm described herein can be used to investigate the functional properties of individual nervous system proteins in ways that have not been explored before. In particular, observations on the "structural" proteins of myelin are being made that have already yielded certain unique insights into the physiologic properties of these polypeptides. The ease with which site-directed mutagenesis procedures can be applied to these systems should eventually enable us to define with great precision the "functional domains" within each myelin protein.